PREFACE
This book offers a thematic study of the idea of refinement as
the centra! premise in the Jamesian ethic. Refinement as an organic
factor in the development of James's art has received the exhaustive
critical attention it deserves, but its importance in James's moral
sensibility has not been adequately stressed. The present study hopes
to make a modest contribution in this direction by investigating the
dramatic relationship between refinement and selfhood in the novels
of Henry James as it develops through the four major movements of
his artistic creation. The problem is viewed in terms of the growth
and education of the Jamesian individual whose quest for a mean-
ingful selfhood becomes identified with the analogous quest for the
refinements of life. The metamcrphic cycle of individual growth is
traced in terms of its archetypal patterns : the quest, th* ordeal,
the crisis and fulfilment.
I am grateful to my venerable teachers, Prof. K. R. Srinivasa
lyengar, Prof. K. Viswanatham, Sri B. Muthuswami, and Dr. Ha Rao for
their goodwill, kindness and encouragement. The idea for this study
was first suggested by Prot. D. V. K. Raghavacharyulu who had
patiently guided my research in the past and who continues to be a
constant source of inspiration and help to me. I am once again deeply
beholden to him for his gracious contribution of a foreword to this book.
I am thankful to my friends Dr. T. V. Satyanarayana, Dr. B. Fama-
chandra Rao, Mrs. K. Lakshmi Devi, Dr. S. Krishna Sarma, Dr. L. S. R.
Krishna Sastry, Sri M. S. R. Murty for their invaluable suggestions
and help.
I am thankful to Professors A. Kettle, Douglas Grant and D. W.
Jefferson, all from the Leeds University, for their valuable suggestions
(as adjudicators of my doctoral thesis in 1964), which I have borne in
mind, while revising the thesis for publication.
In a work of this kind, I am obliged to record my indebtedness
to all the major critics of Henry James and have so acknowledged in
the bibliography. My thanks are also due to the Andnra University,
Waltair, for the permission accorded to publish my thesis with the
necessary revisions in content.